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WASHINGTON

THE CAPITOL AND
THE WHITE HOUSE

On 16 June we were up early and off to
the airport to catch our flight down to
Washington.
It was much warmer and more humid
in Washington so we decided to take it
easy and just enjoy our lovely
accommodation in the HUGE Omni
Shoreham Hotel. I was able to ring my
cousin, John, who lives in Boonsboro,
Maryland, for the first time. It was so
nice to finally chat almost face to face.
We celebrated Norm’s birthday on 17
June by taking a tour of Washington

OMNI SHOREHAM HOTEL

DC, followed by a delicious dinner in
the Omni Shoreham dining room. .

as he (or they) flitted from behind one
chimney to another up on the roof.

Our first stop on the tour was at the
enormous Capitol Building. The huge
statue on top of the dome of the
Capitol is called ‘Freedom’ She faces
the east so that she is never in shadow
as the sun sets.

The World War II Memorial was very
impressive. While we were there a bus
load of elderly veterans arrived to visit
the memorial. It was very moving to
see them there.

Of course we stopped at the White
House, but nobody invited us in for
morning tea. Every now and then we
spotted the fleeting figure of what
looked like a very heavily armed sniper

INSIDE OMNI SHOREHAM HOTEL

We enjoyed a lunch cruise on the
Potomac River, where we had a great
view across to the huge Pentagon
complex.

US ON THE CRUISE

AROUND THE WW II
MEMORIAL

NORM HAVING A CHAT

AND

SOME TO THE VETERANS

We visited several memorials, including
the Roosevelt Memorial, Lincoln
Memorial and Martin Luther King
Memorial. I was most taken by the
Roosevelt Memorial. Roosevelt was
apparently a humble man, who
requested that his memorial should be
small and insignificant. Despite his
wishes, his memorial was huge and
most impressive. Included were statues
of the great man himself, his wife,
Eleanor, a line of men queuing during
the depression, many plaques with
quotations from Roosevelt, waterfalls,
and so much more.

EL EANO R

The Lincoln Memorial is an impressive columned
construction. From the steps you can look across the pool
of Remembrance to the Memorial. Inside the building is a
huge statue of Lincoln looking down from his chair as well as
a plaque which has the Declaration of Independence etched
onto it. Halfway down the front steps is a plaque
commemorating the day that Martin Luther King stood there
and gave his famous ‘I have a dream’ speech.

LEFT SIDE: LINCOLN MEMORIAL

TOP RIGHT: MARTIN LUTHER KING MEMORIAL
(UNFINISHED TO INDICATE HE WAS KILLED
BEFORE HIS WORK WAS DONE)

ABOVE: INSCRIPTION ON THE STEP OF THE
LINCOLN MEMORIAL WHERE MARTIN LUTHER
KING GAVE HIS “I HAVE A DREAM” SPEECH

I found the Korean War Memorial to be
most haunting. There are statues of
soldiers in a field. As we walked around
and beside the field, there was never a
moment when at least one of the
soldiers was looking right at us.

KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL

Norm was very moved by the Vietnam
Memorial, which included a statue of a
group of three soldiers, another statue
of a nurse with a wounded soldier, as
well as a huge long black marble wall
on which is recorded the name of
every soldier who lost his/her life
during the conflict. It certainly brings
home the enormous tragedy of war.
VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL

The Iwa Jima Memorial was our last
stop of the tour. It is a very impressive
memorial located on a hill with views
all around.

After a very full day exploring
Washington we were very glad to
return “home” and enjoy a cool drink
on the back patio overlooking the
beautiful gardens of our lovely hotel,
and then off to the restaurant for a
delicious birthday dinner. Happy
birthday my love.

We decided to spend our last day in
Washington at the Smithsonian Air and
Space Museum, followed by the Art
Gallery. There was so much to see at
the Air and Space Museum that we had
to settle for just a skim view of the Art
Gallery

