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BOONSBORO

CAROLE, SUE, NORM AND JOHN
JOHN & CAROLE’S HOME

Cousin John Crowe’s godson, Mike
Dorsey picked us up at our Omni
Shoreham Hotel after breakfast, and in
no time at all we were driving out of
Washington and down to Boonsboro.
We drove through lovely forests and
green paddocks to Boonsboro. Cousin
John lives on 5 or so acres beside the
Antietam River, just out of Boonsboro.
There are lots of tall shady trees with
many birds in his garden. It is so
peaceful. Finally our generation has
made contact. I felt so emotional
meeting John and Carole. I also felt like
I was with family. AWESOME!!! First
impressions - John reminds me of Uncle
Cliff, the eldest of my mother’s two

brothers. The Leake genes are very
strong. We also met Duffy (McDuff)
their gorgeous Western Highland
Terrier. He is so cute.

Firehouse was where THE John Brown
met his ‘Waterloo’ so to speak.

After leaving Harper’s Ferry, we enjoyed
a delicious dinner at a lovely Bavarian
After lunch John and Carole took us for Restaurant overlooking the Potomac
a drive to Antietam, the site of one of
River.
the many Civil War Battles. 20,000 men Before returning home we called in at
were killed in one day at that battle.
John’s older daughter, Becky’s home to
Those statistics certainly bring the huge meet her and her two lovely daughters,
tragedy of the conflict into perspective! Lauren and Bridgette. They are such a
It was the first major battle where
beautiful, welcoming and engaging
‘modern’ artillery weapons were
family.
employed.
Back home at John’s Norm and I were
From there we drove to Harper’s
very excited to see our first fireflies.
Ferry, West Virginia. It is a lovely old
They are fascinating.
town, with most of the buildings still as
they were back in the 1700’s. The old

ANTIETAM

THE BLOODY MILE

HARPER’S FERRY

Civil War Graffiti

Fire House where John Brown was
caught

Carole, Becky, Sue, Lauren, Bridgette

The next day we drove out to Vale
Summit, where John’s and my Great
Great Grandparents, John and Mary
Leake settled when they moved from
England. We visited the Methodist
Church and cemetery in Vale Summit,
where they are buried. Between their
graves is the grave of their infant son,
Edwin who died soon after they arrived
in the USA.

MARY, EDWIN & JOHN LEAKE
Next stop was Frostburg, where John Crowe
grew up. We visited the grave of John’s great
grandfather, John Leake Jnr, who was my great
grandfather. David Leake’s brother. David was
the only member of the family to settle in
Australia.
John’s parents, John and Jane Crowe are also
buried at the Frostburg cemetery.
That evening we dined at ‘The Outback Steak
Restaurant’ - it was quite an experience with the
‘piece de resistance’ being a dish called a
Bloomin’ Onion’. See photo below!

John Crowe’s great grandparents
Jane and John Leake
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BLOOMIN’ ONION

The morning of 21 June dawned very
hot, so we set off early, heading for the
Gettysburg Cemetery, where Lincoln
gave his famous ‘Gettysburg Address’
during the Civil War.
John also drove us into the to the
township of Gettysburg, where Lincoln
stayed in Wills House prior to giving his
Gettysburg address, We also visited the
Gettysburg Railway station where
Lincoln arrived in the town.

By early afternoon the heat was
becoming unbearable, so after a buffet
lunch at a place called Henry’s, we
returned home to enjoy the peace and
quiet of John’s back porch.

Gettysburg Railway Station

John and Sue with Abraham Lincoln
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