WHERE WE HAVE AMBLED THIS YEAR
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CHRISTMAS NEWS LETTER

The Road Less Travelled
LEADS TO THE MOST AMAZING DESTINATIONS

We have become the
NOT SO AMBLING
AUSTINS
this year
Our inspiration for next year is:
“To move, to breathe, to fly, to float,
To gain all while we give,
To roam the roads of lands remote,
To travel is to live.”
-Hans Christian Anderson
This year, despite our best
made plans, our ambling ways
have been somewhat curtailed
thanks to weather sometimes,
health issues sometimes and just
bad timing sometimes. We have
sworn (but not on a bible) that
next year THINGS will be
diﬀerent. Fingers crossed.

Spending more time at home
in the beautiful Southern
Highlands has not been all bad we have enjoyed the opportunity
to experience the changes of
season and the eﬀect that has
made on nature’s palette in the
garden.

AND, OF COURSE........
“Stop worrying about
the potholes in the
road and enjoy the
journey’
-Babs Hoﬀman

WISHING OUR DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR
WITH LOVE

!

FROM FROM NORM, SUE AND
SAMMIE DOG
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OUR AMBLES FOR THIS YEAR
DIAMOND HEAD
27 January to 13 February
As has become our routine the first
amble of the year was up to
glorious Diamond Head to
share time with friends and
family. The locals were there
to greet us, although Sam
was not too impressed when
the Lace Monitor tried to
climb into his Webber.

Norah Head Lighthouse
We broke the journey
home with an
overnight camp at
Norah Head. The only
wild life I met there
was this beautiful bug
that dropped in for a
chat.

Views over Laurieton
from North Brother

AMBLES CONTINUED
CRUISE: FIJI, VANUATU AND NEW CALEDONIA
21 February to 5 March
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsFwdnw14Z4
We joined Norm’s brothers Sam and Ken and sisters in
law, Trish and Caroline for our next great amble, 11
nights of fun, indulgence and relaxation on board
the Royal Caribbean ship, Voyager of the Seas”.

AMBLES CONTINUED

ULLADULLA 16-20 March
Sadly my Aunt Billy Leake passed
away in Mollymook in March.
Her funeral was held on 17
March. In torrential rain we
towed the caravan down to
Ulladulla the day before. The
journey down Macquarie Pass
was terrifying, with water
pouring across the road and
almost no visability. As we were
driving through Albion Park we
heard that the Macquarie Pass,
down which we had just driven
had been closed to traﬃc. We
only just got through.
Although it was a sad occasion, it
was lovely to catch up with my
cousins, whom I see so rarely.
Fortunately the weather had
cleared up by the time we
returned up the escarpment,
although there was still water
gushing down beside the road,
and several nasty washouts,
leading to the closure of one lane
on Macquarie Pass.

Blinding Rain
Albion Park

Water falls beside road on return trip up Macquarie Pass

Camp and views over Ulladulla

Robert, Judith, Kathy, ‘Bill’ (Kevin)

Camp and views Shellharbour

Stanwell tops

Austin’s Garage Kiama
Royal National Park

Views from
Saddleback

Dolphin Point

SHELLHARBOUR
17-23 July
We joined Sam and
Trish for a few days
camping down at
beautiful Shellharbour.
As well as relaxing
around camp, we
explored some of the
lovely scenic spots
around the area, such as
Saddleback Mountain,
Kiama Blowhole and
the Royal National Park
north of Wollongong.
We returned home via
Jamberoo where we
stopped at the Pub for
lunch.

THE SEASONS IN OUR GARDEN ON BONG BONG HILL
SUMMER

AUTUMN

Pollen Dusting the

WINTER

THE SEASONS ON BONG BONG HILL CONTINUED
SPRING

FAMILY GLIMPSES
Abigail Clare Austin
We have adored spending time
with dear little Abi, who is
growing up so quickly.

On 9 March
grandson
Max and his
partner
Natalie made
me a very
proud great
grandma for
the first time.
Welcome
dear little
Parker

Dad, Max and Grandma
Jen with Parker on his
birthday

The Healey Family, Max,
Natalie and Parker

My lovely 2nd Cuz, Louise paid us
a surprise visit in May, with
husband Pete.

In August Deb and Liz paid us a visit.
We enjoyed a fun early birthday
lunch for Deb at the local Moss Vale
Pub. It was great that Jennifer could
also join us to celebrate with her
sister. We shared so much laughter
and fun together, catching up and
taking photos of each other.

BITS AND PIECES FROM NORM AND SUE

A big thrill for Norm this year
came when he joined son James to
meet up with cricket heroes Jeﬀ
Thompson and Dougie Walters.

Dinner at Dormie House

In commemoration of the
50th anniversary of the
Vietnam War, local artist,
Kym Shannon painted a series of
portraits of some of the Vietnam
Veterans, including Norm. We
visited the art show at
Bundanoon in March this year.

Norm has been having a culinary
ball playing with our Thermomix.
As well as his ravioli, he is
delighted by his success at baking
loaves of bread kneaded in
Thelma Thermie.

Norm has finally entered

In August I underwent a
‘reverse’ shoulder operation.
Just more metal to set oﬀ the
alarms at the airport!! Luckily I
don’t mind the colour purple.

Late last year and again in May this year, Norm had a total of 5 stents inserted into his heart. His brother
Ken has outdone him with 13 stents (I think). Anyway Norm gave us all a fright on Friday 13 October when
we discovered that he had suﬀered a ‘small’ heart attack. More stents and a couple of balloons later I was
able to bring him home again. He is now undergoing rehab so we will be fighting fit to get back out on the
road next year... and AMBLE

